LINCOLN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
HIGHEST & BEST USE ANALYSIS
ECONOMIC PROFILE OF SPOKANE COUNTY
It was noted in the Introduction to this report that the Spokane Metropolitan Area represents
the primary market and linkage opportunities for developing new businesses at the Fairgrounds
in Davenport. The last section recognized that Lincoln County residents have shifted much of
their consumer spending for goods and services to the Spokane area. The challenge now is to
stimulate a reverse trend of developing businesses in Lincoln County that can sell their goods
and services to customers in Spokane County.
A brief summary of demographic data is provided here only to indicate the relative size of the
Spokane Metropolitan Area in relation to Lincoln County. That is followed by an extensive
examination of the economy of Spokane County with descriptions of its industrial clusters and
economic drivers that may offer linkage opportunities for businesses in Lincoln County.
PART 1: SPOKANE COUNTY DEMOGRAPHICS
Table 13 shows the population trends for both the State of Washington and Spokane County for
the period from April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2017.
Table 13: Washington State and Spokane County Population Trends, 2000 - 2017
Year

April 1,
July 1,
2000
2005
State of Washington
5,894,121
6,298,816
Spokane County
418,826
440,145
Source: U.S. Census counts and estimates.

April 1,
2010
6,724,540
472,127

July 1,
2017

7,310,300
506,152

Total Δ
2000-2017
1,416,179
87,326

Annual Avg. Δ
2000-2017
1.27%
1.12%

Population growth in Spokane County has lagged slightly behind that of the state as a whole but
has still exceeded an average of more than 1.1% annually over the past 17 years.
Table 14 shows preliminary population projections for Spokane County from the Washington
Office of Financial Management as revised and released on December 4, 2017. As with the
Lincoln County forecasts, the forecasts released in 2012 did not adequately account for the
slow growth during recovery from the recession of 2007 – 2008. The projected numbers shown
in Table 14 were revised to align with recent trends in migration and fertility behavior.
Table 14: Spokane County Population Projections, 2010 – 2040, Intermediate Series
Year

2010

2020

2030

2040

Spokane County
471,221
516,807
564,538
598,663
Source: Washington Office of Financial Management, Dec. 4, 2017, Preliminary

Total Δ
2010-2040
127,442

Annual Avg. Δ
2010-2040
0.80%

As with the whole state of Washington, Spokane County’s rate of growth over the period from
2010 to 2040 is predicted to slow from recent rates as the base grows larger, although it will
still be significantly greater than the population growth rate for Lincoln County. In 2040, the
total population in Spokane County is forecasted to be more than 55 times larger than the
population of Lincoln County. This makes a strong case for linking economic development in
Lincoln County to that much larger base in Spokane County.
PART 2: SPOKANE COUNTY ECONOMIC TRENDS AND CHARACTERISTICS
As a lead-in to the analysis of the Spokane area economy, an excerpt from the Washington
Employment Security Department’s Spokane County Profile is cited here for an overview. This
Profile was updated in September, 2016 so it is more current than the Lincoln County Profile
cited in the last section.

Local economy

Spokane is the most populous county in Eastern Washington and ranks fourth in the
state. The city of Spokane is the second-largest city in Washington State. It serves as
the business, transportation, medical, industrial and cultural hub of the region, the
inland Northwest.
Of all the forces that shaped the Spokane County economy, none is more powerful than
Spokane’s historic role as a regional center of services for the surrounding rural populations
of Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho. Regional services include government and
higher education, medical services, retail trade and finance.
Fairchild Air Force Base is the county’s largest employer. In addition, manufacturing has
had a solid base due to the nexus of the Bonneville dam power generation, rail systems and
the Interstate highway system. Spokane is competitive with other urban centers in
attracting national and international investment in the form of tourism and conventions,
the military and research. These investments in turn support the creation and expansion of
still other complementary businesses, creating a well-rounded and diversified economy.
Outlook
For 2016, a significant increase in jobs was posted in the private sector. Key industries
posting increases in the first half of 2016 were transportation/warehousing, advanced
manufacturing, healthcare, finance/insurance and agriculture. Not only are jobs being
created but an increasing number of replacement workers are needed for workers who are
retiring.
Several new developments will continue to create jobs. A new Health Sciences building
opened in 2014 with health programs from Washington State University, Eastern

Washington University and Gonzaga. Private firms specializing in research, development
and biotechnology have made Spokane their home because of the Health Sciences campus
at River Pointe and will play an increasingly important role in the area’s economy. Leisure
and hospitality gained a boost with construction of a Spokane downtown hotel and
conference center. Economic development targets will continue in industries such as
advanced manufacturing and materials, energy products and services, information
technology and digital services and logistics and distribution businesses.
Additional information is available in the Profile and the following analysis draws from that
information as well as expanding upon it.
Business Establishments by NAICS Sectors
Table 15 shows data on numbers of establishments by NAICS sectors from the 2015 County
Business Patterns, which were released on April 7, 2017.

Table 15: Private-Sector Business Establishments in Spokane County, 2015
2012
NAICS
code

Industry Description

00

Total for all sectors

11

Number of
establishments

Paid employees for pay
Annual payroll
period including March 12
($1,000)
(number)

12,679

181,186

7,877,132

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and
hunting

24

71

4,089

21

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas
extraction

21

160

10,827

22

Utilities

13

g

D

23

Construction

1,420

10,158

580,782

Manufacturing

524

14,690

734,841

Wholesale trade

703

10,400

576,780

1,671

26,777

777,950

31-33
42
44-45

Retail trade

48-49

Transportation and warehousing

299

4,994

226,244

51

Information

217

3,703

219,318

52

Finance and insurance

869

10,573

691,148

53

Real estate and rental and leasing

627

3,288

129,008

54

Professional, scientific, and technical
services

1,307

8,706

581,224

55

Management of companies and
enterprises

85

2,947

241,745

2012
NAICS
code

Industry Description

Number of
establishments

Paid employees for pay
Annual payroll
period including March 12
($1,000)
(number)

56

Administrative and support and
waste management and remediation
services

686

11,718

338,745

61

Educational services

160

6,830

174,472

62

Health care and social assistance

1,584

35,903

1,841,047

71

Arts, entertainment, and recreation

180

2,773

44,993

72

Accommodation and food services

1,069

18,054

334,057

81

Other services (except public
administration)

1,189

7,917

212,233

99

Industries not classified

31

41

n/a

D = Not Disclosed

Similar to Lincoln County, establishments in Spokane County are weighted toward trade and
services. However, the substantial number of establishments in all sectors is more significant.
For example, the 524 companies engaged in Manufacturing compares to only 7 in this category
in Lincoln County. The 36 employees in this category in Lincoln County compares to 14,690 in
Spokane County.
TARGETED INDUSTRY CLUSTERS IN SPOKANE COUNTY
In the large, diversified economy of Spokane County there are likely to be many opportunities
to find linkages that could be suitable for individual businesses located in Lincoln County. As an
economic development strategy, however, it will be more productive to focus on those sectors
that are expanding their own output and are likely to need growth in their supply chains as
well. There are several public, private and non-profit organizations in Spokane County that are
working to recruit new businesses and expand existing ones in the area. Greater Spokane
Incorporated (GSI) is one of those and has targeted selected business clusters to facilitate and
accelerate their growth. A business cluster is generally defined as a geographic concentration
of interdependent competitive firms that do business with each other, including firms that sell
inside and outside of the geographic region.
In its 2017 Spokane Regional Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy, GSI has targeted
selected industry clusters for focused economic development efforts. Following is a summary
of information provided on those targeted clusters.

1.

Advanced Manufacturing

Manufacturing has long been an economic driver in Washington State. According to the
Washington State Employment Security Department, over 289,000 people are employed in
manufacturing, almost 10% of all non-farm employment in the state.
With more than 600 manufacturing businesses employing more than 15,000 workers as of June
2015, Spokane’s manufacturing sector includes companies focused on: aerospace products;
aluminum casting; computer, communications and electronic equipment; household and
institutional furniture; medical equipment and supplies; paper and plastic products; rugged
wireless laptops; structural and other metal products.
Manufacturing accounts for 7% of the area’s employment base and contributes hundreds of
millions of dollars to the regional economy. Companies now use advanced technologies and
production systems that rely heavily on computers, requiring a technically-skilled workforce. In
return, they offer good pay and benefits, a stimulating work environment and career mobility.
More than 600 firms in this sector should offer supply chain opportunities for small businesses,
especially those that can provide products that meet specifications at lower costs with good
quality and assured delivery.
2.

Aerospace

Spokane-area educational institutions have developed curriculum and programs which support
the technologies needed to succeed in a variety of industries. One growing manufacturing
sector, the aerospace industry, is represented in Spokane with more than 120 airframe and
aviation companies. The aerospace industry offers some of the most technologically-advanced
career opportunities available today. These companies employ more than 8,000 workers and
generate $650 million in revenue from their aerospace business activity, making Spokane
County the fifth largest airframe employer in the country.
Spokane has many partners committed to growing its aerospace industry and creating
additional jobs in the region. Partners include Fairchild Air Force Base, Spokane International
Airport, Washington Manufacturing Services, and Washington State University’s Applied
Sciences Laboratory.
The Aerospace Initiative for Recruitment (AIR Spokane) is a partnership between business,
elected officials and community leaders to grow Spokane’s aerospace industry through
recruitment and expansion. The partners, who include Avista, City of Spokane, Community
Colleges of Spokane, Greater Spokane Incorporated, Spokane County, and Spokane
International Airport have engaged with a consulting firm on a global and statewide aerospace
production analysis and a supply chain analysis for the Spokane Region. Businesses at the
Lincoln County Fairgrounds could become part of that supply chain.

INWAC, Inland Northwest Aerospace Consortium, is a regional alliance of advanced manufacturers, service providers, and affiliates that work together to support the growth and success
of the Inland Northwest aerospace cluster. Established in 2005, the consortium includes
companies from east of the Cascades in Washington State as far east as Bozeman, Montana and
from the Canadian border south to Oregon. INWAC’s core group is composed of aerospace
certified contract manufacturers seeking to promote and expand aerospace opportunities while
providing customers a single point of access to a broad spectrum of qualified suppliers.
3.

Health Sciences

Health science is the applied science relating to the care of human and animal health. It may
also include many sub-disciplines relating to all aspects of the health care industry. There are
two approaches to health science: the study and research of the human body and healthrelated issues in understanding how humans and animals function, and the application of that
knowledge to improve health and to prevent and cure diseases.
Bioscience is expanding in the region with projects in both the private and public sectors and
more than 500 research studies and clinical trials currently underway. These projects play an
increasingly important role in defining the area’s economy as they expand from research to
production. Healthcare/Health Sciences is the #1 employment industry in Spokane County.
Programs on Spokane’s Riverpoint Campus are developed in partnership with local universities,
hospitals, major clinics and private practitioners to create an Academic Health Science Center
for the region. According to the Institute of Medicine, the definition of an Academic Health
Science Center is “…a constellation of functions and organizations committed to improving the
health of patients and populations through the integration of their roles in research, education
and patient care to produce the knowledge and evidence base that becomes the foundation for
both treating illness and improving health.”
In December 2013, the new Pharmaceutical and Biomedical Sciences Building was dedicated.
Two thirds of 17,512 square feet is dedicated to pharmacy teaching and research, the other
third to medical education and research. A new teaching clinic opened and continued growth is
planned.
A logical place for businesses in Lincoln County to link into this cluster is to capture part of the
research and development of biosciences in the animal veterinary field.
4.

Clean Technology & Energy Efficiency; Renewable Projects

The greater Spokane region is host to a strong and growing set of companies which develop
technologies for smart grids, renewable energy resources and energy efficiency applications.
Many of these companies provide products and services which are exported and contribute to
local job creation, as well as technologies which will be deployed locally. Regional colleges and
universities are playing a significant role in helping companies commercialize new technology.

Spokane, along with the state of Washington, has created a business environment that
embraces Clean Technology and Energy Efficient businesses. Recently, Washington State
passed two laws to promote renewable energy. The first bill established renewable energy
production incentives for both homes and businesses, and the second bill provides tax breaks
for renewable energy businesses.
There are over 50 Clean Technology and Energy Efficient companies operating within the
immediate area. Spokane is creating an economic environment of highly skilled, highly paid,
highly sought-after jobs.
Clean Technology & Energy Efficiency Includes: clean energy and renewable fuels, energy
efficiency, environmental protection and remediation, sustainable design, waste management,
recycling and recycled products, and water conservation and treatment.
5.

Information Technology and Telecommunications

With its strong base of research and academic resources, Spokane is concentrated on becoming
a center for information technology and telecommunications. The region is considered “wellconnected” due to more than 500 route miles of commercial fiber-optic infrastructure that
have been deployed.
Led by companies such as Itron, Inc., the world’s largest electronic meter reading and energy
management software company, Purcell Systems, a manufacturer of integrated telecommunication cabinets and Telect, a producer of network infrastructure equipment, the Spokane
region has become a recognized networking and telecommunications hub in the Pacific
Northwest. The region also boasts a diverse and growing collection of entrepreneurial software
and cloud-based firms including Ecova, NextIT, Second Watch, Data.com and Inland Northwest
Health Services (INHS), a federally recognized regional health information organization.
Growth in the industry is largely attributed to the ability to attract and retain employees
(quality of life) as well as excellent high-speed telecommunications infrastructure. As one of
the safest from natural disaster cities in the country, Spokane is positioned as an ideal location
for business continuity and disaster recovery facilities. Organizations such as TierPoint and IT
Lifeline are providing these services to companies around the region and around the Pacific
Northwest.
6.

Digital Media

Washington State has one of the largest concentrations of Interactive Digital Media developers
in the world. There are over 150 digital media companies, employing over 10,000 around the
state, including Microsoft, Getty Images, Nintendo, Index Corporation and Square Enix. While
today’s “Digital Media” may be seen as strictly video games and virtual entertainment, the
technology is also evolving into advancements in health sciences, education, military training
and homeland security which is typically termed “serious gaming.”

As the feature film capital of the Inland Northwest, the Spokane region is anchored by
companies like the successful North by Northwest, ILF Media and Corner Booth Productions, in
addition to a multitude of other excellent video, broadcasting and audio production companies
working on television, film, and corporate and commercial entertainment projects. Many of
their portfolios include highly visible regional, national and global organizations and companies.
Spokane is also home to gaming pioneers Cyan Worlds. Cyan Worlds created the first CD-ROM
entertainment product in history and then dramatically expanded the bounds of gaming with
the introduction of Myst, Riven and Uru. Other companies in the digital media segment have
expertise in digital graphics, design and engineering.
7.

Innovation / Entrepreneurship

The Spokane region is home to an established and growing entrepreneurial ecosystem.
Startups such as Etailz, CXOWARE, Paw Print Genetics and many others have found the tools
and resources needed for success. Community partners are committed to fostering this
environment of entrepreneurship.
Recently, the events and entrepreneur programs of Connect Northwest integrated with Greater
Spokane Incorporated. This integration helps to facilitate the connection of startup companies
to community resources, helping them start, build and expand their business.
In March 2014, more than 45 entrepreneurs and community stakeholders convened to
determine what the current and future needs would be for supporting entrepreneurship as part
of the regional economy. A one-day workshop was facilitated by a Seattle-based consultant,
leading to many discussions and identifying priority areas of focus to make the Spokane region
a great place for entrepreneurship. Five workgroups were formed to focus on the following
topics:
1. Regional hub connector, “help” system, and research triangle
2. More open/engaged community
3. Qualified mentors/leaders
4. Regional education
5. Vibrant, thriving activities
In the fall of 2014, the new website www.startupspokane.com launched with entrepreneur
resources, a centralized entrepreneur event calendar, and live social media feeds providing real
time updates for local entrepreneurs. A network of mentors is being developed to pair
entrepreneurs with individuals who can advise and counsel them as the navigate launching
their startup.
The local ecosystem is flourishing. A sampling of the resources and activities in the area
include: Executive Connect, CFO Connect, Investment Capital Forum, Fellow Co-working,

Startup Spokane Central, Bowl and Pitcher, Spokane Young Professionals, Mentor Mornings,
Spokane Create!, McKinstry Innovation Center, and New Venture Lab.
Other areas of focus
GSI’s Strategic Plan also lists several other areas of focus although they are not necessarily
identified as industrial clusters. These include:
Fairchild Air Force Base
“Fairchild Air Force Base is one of the region’s largest employers. More than 5,500 people work
at Fairchild, including 2,900 active military personnel, about 1,000 guard members, and 500
civilians. The base’s total population exceeds 8,600 with approximately 17,000 retirees in the
area, representing an annual payroll of $221 million. This brings Fairchild’s annual economic
impact on the community to approximately $427 million, constituting 13 percent of the local
economy. Fairchild also has many of the amenities of a small community, including places to
shop, dine, recreate, and attend school.”
The close proximity of Fairchild Air Force base to Davenport makes it as much of an asset to
Lincoln County as it is to Spokane County.
Recreation and Tourism
“One of the region’s greatest assets is the quality of the environmental setting and the
recreational activities available to residents and tourists. Spokane County features arts,
museums, parks, working farms and orchards, wineries and access to historic entertainment
facilities in nearby Idaho. “
“In 2015, visitors to Spokane County spent $947 million, supporting jobs for more than 10,000
residents and generating $64 million in non-resident tax dollars for the County. The region is
recognized as a haven for outdoor recreation. The Spokane Regional Convention and Visitors
Bureau created a slogan to identify Spokane: “Near Nature ... Near Perfect.” Fishing, hunting,
skiing, golfing, snowmobiling, horseback riding, boating, sailing, swimming, camping, hiking and
numerous other outdoor activities are available in the region. Four ski resorts rise within two
hours from downtown, with Mt. Spokane just 30 miles northeast of the city. There are 33 18hole golf courses within 35 miles of Spokane that offer diverse challenges and terrains at very
economical rates. A master plan for careful development of recreational amenities in the
Spokane River Gorge provides a vision for future projects that will link trails, parks, and access
to the river within just minutes of the downtown core.”
Davenport also offers a gateway to diverse recreational and tourist opportunities at Lake
Roosevelt and the forests and mountains of northeastern Washington.

Agriculture
“Agriculture is very important in the Spokane region, providing 4,790 jobs in the nine
neighboring counties of Eastern Washington, including Spokane. In Spokane County alone, over
2,500 established farms produce $117 million in agricultural products for the Spokane region
and beyond. Whitman County, just south of Spokane, is the number one wheat-producing
county, and number two barley-producing county, in the nation. There is a strong interdependency of agricultural jobs and agricultural-related jobs in nonagricultural sectors which
directly affect the spending power in the region. The locally sourced movement is making a
significant impact through farmers’ markets, restaurants and Spokane’s twenty two wineries.”
The next section of this report examines how Lincoln County can link into these focus areas to
develop new revenue-producing opportunities for the fairgrounds.

PART 3: WEST PLAINS MARKET AREA
While all of Spokane County has been defined as the primary market for businesses in Lincoln
County, special attention should be given to the sub-area known as the West Plains which lies
between Davenport and the City of Spokane. The central incorporated city in the West Plains is
the City of Airway Heights which is 26 miles east of Davenport on US Hwy 2 and nine miles west
of downtown Spokane. The West Plains area includes Spokane International Airport and
Fairchild Air Force Base. Also included in this circle is the City of Cheney where Eastern
Washington University is located. These are major economic engines located relatively close to
Davenport.
Map 3: Map of West Plains
area of Spokane County –
6 mile radius from center.

Economic Profile of the
West Plains Area
The West Plains area
encompasses several cities
and smaller communities,
Census Defined Places, and
Census Tracts. Because of
these mixed data sources,
the economic profile of the
area is taken from the U.S.
Census Bureau’s On-theMap program which allows

analysis of a user defined area. There are no specific boundaries that define the West Plains
but the area selected for this analysis includes most of the economic indicators that are
relevant to the Lincoln County Fairgrounds as a potential market. All of the area shown in the
circle on the following page is situated in Spokane County

Map 4: The blue areas in the circle
show concentrations of employment in
the West Plains area. The major
concentrations along U.S. Hwy 2 are
around the Spokane International
Airport, the City of Airway Heights and
its surroundings, and Fairchild Air Force
Base. There is also a concentration at
the City of Medical Lake, another one
at the City of Cheney, and one along
Interstate 90 at SR902. Additional
areas of employment are scattered
throughout the circle.
The On-the-Map Work Area Profile
Report for those jobs shows a total of
19,238 jobs in 2015, of which 18,294 are listed as primary jobs. That number is almost twice
the entire population of Lincoln County in that year, indicating the potential for sizable
opportunities if Lincoln County can link into that economic engine. Profiles of those workers by
age and earnings are shown in the table below.
Table 16: Jobs by Worker Age and Earnings, 2015
Jobs by Worker Age
Count
Age 29 or younger
3,899
Age 30 to 54
10,392
Age 55 or older
4,947
Jobs by Earnings
$1,250 per month or less
3,549
$1,251 to $3,333 per month
6,912
More than $3,333 per month
8,777

Share
20.3%
54.0%
25.7%
18.4%
35.9%
45.6%

Of particular interest to Lincoln County is the profile of Jobs by NAICS Industry Sector. These
indicate the extent of job diversity that might be available to workers in businesses at the
fairgrounds if linkages can be established with businesses in the West Plains area.

Table 17 shows the breakout of employment by industry sector for all worker in the defined
area of the West Plains.
Table 17: Jobs by NAICS Industry Sector - 2015
Industry Sector
Count
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting
59
Mining, Quarrying, and Oil & Gas Extraction
2
Utilities
24
Construction
684
Manufacturing
2,384
Wholesale Trade
1,075
Retail Trade
1,159
Transportation and Warehousing
1,921
Information
117
Finance and Insurance
330
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing
243
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services
457
Management of Companies and Enterprises
657
Admin. & Support; Waste Mgt. and
390
Remediation
Educational Services
2,911
Health Care and Social Assistance
1,844
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation
1,571
Accommodation and Food Services
1,551
Other Services (excluding Public
212
Administration)
Public Administration
1,647
Total Employment
19,238

Share
0.3%
0.0%
0.1%
3.6%
12.4%
5.6%
6.0%
10.0%
0.6%
1.7%
1.3%
2.4%
3.4%
2.0%
15.1%
9.6%
8.2%
8.1%
1.1%
8.6%
100.0%

These numbers show that the West Plains area is a hub of industrial employment in Spokane
County. For example, while manufacturing employment in all of Spokane County totaled 8.1%
of total employment in 2015, that sector was more than 50% larger employing 12.4% of the
total in the West Plains area. Employment in the Trade and Warehousing sector was 10.0% in
West Plains while it was only 2.8% of the total in the county as a whole. Linking into these
industries in the West Plains could provide significant opportunities for businesses in Lincoln
County.
West Plains Public Development Authority
The West Plains area has been attracting significant shares of the economic expansion in
Spokane County, especially in larger projects that require substantial land acreage. Recently,
new initiatives have been developed to accelerate business growth on the West Plains by siting
facilities that are too large for the higher density parts of the Spokane urban area. One of the

most significant is the creation of the West Plains/Spokane Airport Area Public Development
Authority in 2017.
On June 13, 2017 the Spokane City Council approved an ordinance creating the PDA. According
to its charter:
“The purpose of the Authority is to provide a legal entity organized under RCW 35.21.730-.757
to undertake, assist with and otherwise facilitate the acquisition, construction, development,
equipping, leasing, operation and maintenance of public benefit projects (the Projects) within
the PDA boundaries as defined in the Interlocal Agreement in order to assist both the City, County
and the Spokane International Airport in their ability to improve the economic conditions in and
around the City and County of Spokane. To the extent appropriate and consistent with the needs
and objectives of the City and County, the Authority will acquire and manage real property,
secure financing, undertake the construction and development of and otherwise accomplish all
purposes required for development and operation of Projects.”
A full description of the organization, operation and benefits of a Public Development Authority
was provided in the earlier section of this report on the legal issues concerning the Lincoln
County Commission utilizing the public properties at the fairgrounds for private purposes. A
PDA specifically authorizes the creation of public/private partnerships or other structures to
allow the use of public properties for private purposes.

Map 5 shows the West
Plains/Spokane Airport Area
PDA outlined in blue along
with the various jurisdictions governing the
properties. It reaches all
the way from I-90 to the
easern boundary of
Fairchild Air Force Base.

According to an article in
the Spokane Journal of
Business, the PDA may
already be getting its first major business. Dated April 12, 2018, the article carries the headline
“Amazon of a Project is in the Works in Spokane area”. Labeled Project Rose, the site is 10010
W. Geiger Blvd., which is located on the north side of Geiger Boulevard, northeast of the
Interstate 90-Medical Lake interchange, and just southwest of Spokane International Airport.

Map 6
The company being sited is not
disclosed in the article. The
project is described as being a
massive distribution or fulfillment center that typically
employs more than 1,000
workers. The article speculates
that the company locating
there is Amazon Corporation.
This project will cover about 80
acres of privately-owned land
as shown on Map 6. It was not
known as this report was being
writen what services, incentives, or other contributions will be made by the PDA. However, the article notes that “The
Project Rose site falls under the jurisdiction of the recently created West Plains/Airport Area
Public Development Authority. The city of Spokane, Spokane County, and Spokane International Airport formed the PDA last July. The PDA’s district includes the airport, which is jointly
owned by the city and county, and land surrounding the airport, portions of which are in the
City of Spokane and in unincorporated Spokane County. The district is intended to fund and
develop infrastructure needed to attract new manufacturing, transportation, and logistics
companies and to enable existing businesses to grow.”
In looking at linking businesses in Lincoln County to economic development activities in
Spokane County, the new PDA should be a prime source of opportunities.

